August's New Medals! 


Numismagram Newsletter #103 (VIII/2023) 


And just like that, it’s August! While our last two uploads were more theme-focused, such 
as Americana and architectural medals, this upload is more of our regular general mix of 
art and historical medals, mostly from around Europe. Up first is a supremely intricate 
and rather striking silver jeton from the early 18th century... 
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Jetons such as these were first produced in the early 17th century at the workshop of 
Simon van der Passe. Though they appear to be engraved, it is believed that they were 
produced through the niello process, allowing the business of jeton production to be a 
regular cottage industry. A series featuring British monarchs such as these ended with 
Charles I, though some displaying monarchs who followed point to the fact that the series 
was revived and continued until the reign of at least George I. 


Staying with a British monarchy feel, here’s an attractively toned silver medal from 1911 
celebrating the investiture of Crown Prince Edward as the Prince of Wales... 
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As celebratory as this may be, things would ultimately turn out much differently for the 
future Edward VIII on account of his love for American divorcée, Wallis Simpson. 


Speaking of elegantly toned silver medals, here’s an enchanting issue from the German 
World War | series celebrating Generaloberst von Kluck... 


Graded PCGS SP-64, this example is actually a variant of the one listed in Zetzmann, as 
it features a differing obverse legend and an anepigraphic reverse. 
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Switching over to some more modern forms of medallic art, there’s this stunning French 
product from the Paris mint... 


Featuring great intricacy and textured relief upon each side, it comes from a series of 
medals by the artist (Thérése Dufresne) with a similar flair. In this case, ancient Egypt is 
celebrated, with a number of sites presented in a stunning manner. 


Meanwhile, speaking of textured relief, here is a later issue from the Society of Medalists 
celebrating English naturalist and proponent of the theory of evolution, Charles Darwin... 


Designed by Nicola d'Alton Moss in a very unusual, non-round shape, it features the bust 
of Darwin on the obverse, with a very rough, chiseled appearance, while it presents an 
elegant tortoise on the reverse, with a polished and very refined look. 


Lastly, this medal, designed by the great Kauko Rasanen, is another stunner in hand, and 
features a tremendously sculpted nature—the calling card of so many of his medals... 


In particular, it celebrates the 50th anniversary of Finnish independence from Russian 
domination, with an incuse fist raised in a deep incuse fashion as a show of protest and 
solidarity that crosses so many movements. 


For all of this upload’s items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of the 
newsletter, and be sure to stay tuned for our next upload in the middle of August. 
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You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 


purchased from us in the past. 
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